North Salem High School

Course Information 2015-2016
AP Spanish

Instructor: Mr. Colm O’Callaghan
Location: Room C-204

Course Overview

The AP Spanish exam is rigorous in terms of communicative ability, grammatical accuracy and idiomatic authenticity.  Certain sections of the test (listening, reading) assess student achievement in a single skill area, while others (formal and informal writing, formal and informal speaking) require the more authentic integration of several skills.  Moreover, the formal speaking and writing sections emphasize the use of language to state a position on a given topic, and defend that position by reference to supporting documents.  On this exam, the target language is viewed not simply as a means to an academic end, but rather as a tool for the accurate and succinct communication of ideas.  
The activities undertaken in the AP Spanish course therefore provide the student with direct instruction regarding structure, conjugation, and idiomatic expressions, while at the same time placing those individual bits of information within meaningful and memorable contexts.  With rare exception, as for the explanation of a subtle grammatical point, the class is conducted in Spanish.  Students read, hear and view a wide variety of authentic Spanish language sources, including short stories, poetry, drama, and current events articles/broadcasts.  These experiences serve as touchstones for the development of vocabulary and grammatical sophistication.  More importantly, the students are required to speak and write about the issues raised in the sources both spontaneously and in prepared presentations and essays; motivated by their need to express their opinion on high-interest topics, while simultaneously constrained by the requirement that they do so in Spanish, they naturally progress in both their actual capacity to communicate complex ideas, and their confidence in their ability to do so.
The main text used in this course, Abriendo Paso: Temas y Lecturas, (Pearson) addresses social, economic, literary and technological themes, as well as grammatical topics.  As such, it is an appropriate anchor text for students who plan to take the AP exam.  We also use AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination, (Pearson) which has been updated to reflect the recent changes in the AP exam.  
In addition to the materials provided in the text series, the course also includes a focus on current events.  Sources for this component of the course include internet news sites, YouTube, television broadcasts, etc. These authentic sources provide challenging, high-interest listening and reading experiences; they also form the basis of document-based essays, oral presentations and classroom debates. 
Through these activities and assessments, as the year progresses, students build capacity in Spanish in general, while gaining ease with the specific exigencies of the exam.
Although the exam is typically given in the first week of May, the course continues until the end of the school year.  In the weeks following the exam the AP students will complete a PST which will serve as the final exam grade for the course.
Grading breakdown:  

Tests and quizzes: 25%
Culture article portfolio: 25%

Essays and informal writing assignments: 25% 
Speaking  25%

Extra Help: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 2:15 until 2:55.

E-mail: cocallaghan@northsalemschools.org
Telephone: (914) 669-5414, ext. 2129
Course Outline:
Each unit corresponds to one of the six themes around which the new exam is organized.  I plan to complete two units per quarter, leaving us the month of April (minus spring break) for intensive review.
Unit 1: Las identidades personales y públicas 
Unit 2: La vida contemporánea
Unit 3: Las familias y las comunidades
Unit 4: La belleza y la estética
Unit 5: La ciencia y la tecnología
Unit 6 Los desafíos mundiales
Texts:
José Díaz, María F. Nadel.  Abriendo Pasos: Temas y Lecturas
2014, Pearson
 José Díaz, Margarita Leicher-Prieto.  AP Spanish: Preparing for the language                 
 examination, Fourth edition.  2014, Pearson
